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The Cognitive Extension of Literary Studies:

Principles and Methodologies of Generalized Cognitive Poetics
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Abstract: With the rapid development of cognitive science cognitive literary studies has become increasingly prosperous sprouting out a lot of branches

thus the original term cognitive poetics is no longer suitable for use to describe or define this vast field of cognitive researches. Actually cognitive poetics

has been endowed with different connotations which can be categorized into cognitive poetics in a narrow sense and that in a broad sense. Therefore a

generalized cognitive poetics which integrates all the theories perspectives

and methodologies employed in cognitive literary studies seems ready to

come out. The fundamental principle of generalized cognitive poetics is to study literature by drawing on relevant theories methods and techniques from

cognitive science aiming to discover new implications formal features effects mechanisms and factors in literature and make scientific and reasonable

explanations. The three main approaches to Generalized Cognitive Poetics include close reading scientific experiments and investigation with “empirical

— qualitative research” as its methodological principle.
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